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obtain it should meet with success, we might possibly have the rare good fortune of being able to fill in the lamentable gaps in Book IV. of The Will to Power.
By February, 1888, the first draft of his philosophical masterpiece was finished. His feeling at having completed the task must have been one of supreme exaltation and triumph beyond compare, but at the same time he must have felt an inexpressible longing for those nobler men to whom this work was to be consecrated. He had been looking for them since Zarathustra. " If now, after a long, voluntary isolation I again turn to men, and cry * Where are ye, my friends ? ' it is done for the sake of great things. I wish to create a new caste : a league of noble men, to which those whose minds and consciences are oppressed can go for counsel; of men who, like myself, are not only able to live outside the ordinary political and religious creeds, but have got beyond morality."
We may now ask, what were to be the views of these nobler men, or to what views were they to be guided ? My opinion is that the author of The Will to Power assigned to them a train of thought something like the following : For thousands of years exceptional men have endeavoured to make the world about us explicable to themselves. They have been the creators of all that lies about us, and also of all that lives in us. Even the greatest, however, have not ventured as yet to claim for themselves that it was their will to power which had made it possible to visualise and explain the world. Their greatest modesty lay in this : they never dared to admit that they actively shaped their destiny, but regarded themselves as its passive instruments. That is why the Greeks, those yea-sayers to life, created a divine world peopled with figures of the highest strength and beauty, to which they not only ascribed their loftiest moments of inspiration, but also assigned the burden of all that was terrible and inexplicable in their existence.